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Summary of reasons for decision: 

'A Parent's Guide To Teenage Sexuality' was submitted by Auckland City Libraries for 
reconsideration of its classification under s42(l) of the Films, Videos, and Publications 
Classification Act 1993. The book was published in 1989. In 1990 the Indecent Publications 
Tribunal classified the book as indecent in the hands of persons under the age of 16 years. 

The Classification Office considers that the above classification is no longer appropriate, and the 
book is therefore classified as unrestricted. 


The publication is a sex education guide written predominantly for parents of teenagers. The 
book aims to give parents the tools and information needed to provide their teenagers with an 
“adequate” sex education. It is assumed that informed teenagers will be in a better position to 
make responsible choices about their sexual behaviour. The sexual content is matter-of-fact 
rather than intended to be titillating. Some of the information presents as out-of-date, for 
example the discussion around contraceptive methods. Quite dated attitudes are also apparent in 




the sections on homosexuality. Nevertheless the book still has some relevance and educational 
value. The book is not a sex instmction manual. The unrestricted availability of the publication is 
unlikely to be injurious to the public good. Although younger children are not the intended 
audience, they are unlikely to be harmed by exposure to the content. 

This classification does not interfere with the right to freedom of expression in terms of the New 
Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. 



